342      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
virgin. Augustine never used language in any degree approaching that which is ascribed to him ; the sermon is an undisputed forgery. He had no personal feeling towards the mother of Christ, and no idea whatever of a public worship (the term used in the Roman Catechism) of her. He speaks with great respect of her, but has no idea of a practical relation of prayer, intercession, or veneration. With regard to the worship of the saints in general, the champions of Protestantism do not always appreciate the variations of Augustine's views. It is quite true that, as I have shown, he repudiated ' the worship [cultus] of dead men' in his earlier works, but he yielded largely to the growing popular feeling in later years. In the sixteenth chapter we shall find a striking exemplification of this.
Probably most people of our own day who would make an impartial and adequate study of Augustine's writings would gather an impression of a great mind, more subtle than powerful, seeking judgment and expression in circumstances of exceptional hindrance. The occupations of his ofHce permitted only a hasty and spasmodic direction of his thoughts to higher speculation after the year of his ordination. The intellectual condition